
Advent Discipline 
 
And if a stranger dwells with you in your land, you shall not mistreat him. The 
stranger who dwells among you shall be to you as one born among you, and 
you shall love him as yourself; for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I 
am the Lord your God. 

Leviticus 19: 33-34 

It may seem odd indeed that I would choose a text from Leviticus to write about at the 
beginning of the Advent season. Perhaps you will assume this author has succumbed to 
old age senility or at the very least has caved under the onslaught of the Advent crush. 
Well, I cannot comment on my senility, I will leave that determination to others, but I 
assure you that the chosen passage has been chosen with great care. 

This season of Advent places Pastors and Church Leaders in a precarious predicament as 
we preach and teach about ‘leaving the Christ in Christmas’ while at the same time 
hurrying through a veritable whirlwind of activities that barely give us the chance to 
catch our breath, much less the chance to catch the Holy Spirit of the season. We tell 
others that they should remember the true ‘reason for the season’ while we lose sleep, 
lose perspective and lose our minds in the crush of church responsibilities. 

We are truly strangers in a foreign land this Advent season.  

The foreign land is the commercial crush and breakneck schedule that we heap upon 
ourselves and we struggle against it, often simply waiting until the season is over to 
finally catch our breath and inhale the true winds of the Spirit. By then, everyone else is 
gearing up for a New Year’s celebration and we are finally letting the birth of Christ sink 
in. Or worse yet, we give up on Christmas all together and chalk it up to the loss of 
childhood dreams that cannot be recaptured by the adult church schedule. 

As Paul once said, let me offer a “more excellent way”. 

Just as we confess the need for physical exercise at least a couple of hours each week to 
keep our bodies in shape, perhaps it is time to confess the need for spiritual exercise to 
keep our faith in shape. What if each of us closed the door and spent only a couple of 
hours in each of the weeks of Advent to just sit and listen and pray. I know it isn’t 
profound but it does have numerous examples in scripture. How many times does Christ 
go off to be by himself to pray? Or check into why he travels to the seacoast of Tyre and 
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Thank you for your ongoing gifts to the presbytery for our shared mission. The following story 
provides a firsthand account of how your congregation’s generosity is helping to make a dif-
ference both within your presbytery and in Presbyterian ministries across the United States 
and around the world. As you work on your budgets this fall, please consider a gift to the 
shared mission of the church through your presbytery.    

Sidon. Or examine the days spent in the  wilderness before his public ministry? Or what about that moment in the garden just 
before his arrest? 

I believe the very best Christmas gift we can give ourselves as church leaders this Advent is to discipline ourselves to dedicate just 
an hour a week to prayer and silence. Don’t just talk about how others should do it, get out there and do it yourself. If we are to be 
strangers in this foreign land of Christmas crush let us do what the Israelites did and rely on our faith to keep us holy. 

 
Merry Christmas,  
Rev. George “Blake” Blakesly 
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New worshiping community at UKirk Ole Miss grows tenfold 
By investing in students, asking for commitment, ministry expands from 5 to 50 

More than 70 percent of church-attending high school students will lose their connection to the church during their 
college years, and only 20 percent will ever return, according to a recent study by The Barna Group.  
 
Pastor Howard Dudley, campus minister at University of Mississippi (Ole Miss) and leader of UKirk Ole Miss, is on a 
personal mission, battling each day to help reclaim students from becoming part of this statistic. 
 
UKirk (University Church), the network of PC(USA) collegiate ministries and one of the growing young adult ministries 
of the Presbyterian Mission Agency, equips churches to engage college students to become lifelong followers of Je-
sus Christ. 
 
For Dudley, ministry revolves around one-on-one time with students. He takes each of his students to lunch and 
gives them a clear message: “I need you and your commitment.” He believes that when college students are asked 
to invest, they do.  Under Dudley’s leadership, UKirk Ole Miss has increased tenfold.  He opens the doors to all stu-
dents and local young adults ages 18-24.   
 
As Dudley says, “Our job is to provide a space for college students to grow, challenge their faith, and understand 
what it means to belong to God,” and that is exactly what he is doing.  











PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN COLORADO 
2014 Budget 

 
Our budget is divided into two categories--Ecclesiastical (the funds we use to make decisions about our mission—funded by per 
capita) and Mission (the way we do our mission—funded by our mission giving).  Line item budgets are available upon request. 
 

ECCLESIASTICAL FUND 
 

Income 
 Per Capita Funding     73,160.00      
               Other Funding from Investment Income                            00 
Total Income       73,160.00 
 
Expense 
 Administration                                   7,600.00                                                                              
 Committees/Commissions      5,100.00 
 Ecclesiastical Staff (Clerk, Treasurer)         31,285.00 
 Insurance, Taxes       5,375.00 

Contingency                9.49 
 Per Capital Passed On 
  Synod Per Capita    10,712.25 
  General Assembly Per Capita    23.790.51   
Total Expenses       73,160.00 
 

MISSION FUND 
 

Income 
 Total Congregational Mission Giving   45,000.00 
 Synod Block Grant                 26,400.00 
 Other mission income              750.00 
 From P/Yrs Mission C/O     14,373.00 
Total Revenue                  88,523.00 
 
Expense 
 Mission Programs        9,600.00 
 Evangelism & Church Development                  00.00 
 Mission Staff (General Presbyter, Secretary)     62,923.00 
 Local Mission Grants                     00.00 
 Other Mission       14,000.00 
Total Expenses                        86,523.00 
 
TOTAL PRESBYTERY BUDGET FOR 2011              159,683.00 
 
Please prayerfully join in partnership with other congregations in the Presbytery of Western Colorado to fulfill our mission 
and ministry. 

Reminder  
 

All Mission Giving Money must be turned into the Presbytery Office by January 6th in order for us to be able to turn it around 
and submit to the General Assembly by January 14th.  This is only if you wish to have these gifts counted at the General Assem-
bly level for the 2013 year.  This includes all special funding like Theological Education Fund and Christmas/Joy offering.  Gen-
eral Assembly closes their financial books by the 15th of January so please know that anything received in the Presbytery office 

after January 6th will not be submitted to General Assembly for the 2013 giving year. 



A Round of Prayer 
In the Presbytery of Western Colorado 

For 2014-2015 
 

2014 marks the Fourteenth year we’ve been doing this:  it’s a simple, biblical, faithful idea that has great power.  
Many of our congregations have been joining in prayer each week, praying for other congregations, ministries, 
and people in the Presbytery of Western Colorado.  It has been a source of great blessing.  

You are invited to join in this “Round of Prayer.”  It includes each of our congregations and fellowships, pastors (both retired and ac-
tive), Candidates and Inquirers, and Presbytery and Synod staff.  Pray for spouses, too:  their names are in parentheses. 

There are too many entries to do in one year, but that’s okay! You are encouraged to send cards, make phone calls, or send e-mail 
greetings to those for whom you pray.  If you need more information please call Presbytery Office at 970-240-8455 or toll free at 877-
927-7372. 

Sunday, January 5, 2014 Stephen Smith (Samantha), Honorably Retired Tulsa, OK 

Sunday, January 12:  Richard Engdahl (Brenda), Honorably Retired, Ridgway 

Sunday, January 19: Montezuma Valley Presbyterian Church, Cortez, Pastors Kim and Steve Nofel 

Sunday, January 26:  Jim Patton (Charlene), Honorably Retired, Cortez 

Sunday, February 2:  :  Roy Altman (Kathy) Honorably Retired, Silt 

Sunday, February 9:  Inquirers: Rebecca Branton, Garrett Mostowski (Paige), Joshua Rodriquez (Abby) 

Sunday, February 16: Covenant Presbyterian Church, Grand Junction, Pastor Chuck Jerome (Sue) 

Sunday, February 23:  Cluster Leaders Heather Lundquist (Bob), Blake Blakesly (Lynn), Thelma Starner, Rick Under-
wood (Faye), Brigitte Evenson (Larry), Mary Hammond Atkinson (Clark Atkinson) 

Sunday, March 2:  Sandy Cox (Bill), widow of deceased minister, Santa Barbara California 

Sunday, March 9: Monument Presbyterian Church, Grand Junction, Pastor Jeff Harmeling (Mary) 

Sunday, March 16:  Bill Forbes (Gloria), Honorably Retired, Whitewater 

Sunday, March 23:  William Postler (Jan), Stated Clerk, Presbytery of Western Colorado 

Sunday, March 30:  Presbyterian Church of Delta,  

Sunday, April 6:  Gary Hendrix (Dorothy) Presbytery Accountant 

Sunday, April 13:  Edgell Pyles (Marti Pickett), Honorably Retired, Carbondale 

Sunday, April 20:  EASTER:  Celebrate our Lord’s Resurrection!  Christ is Risen Indeed! 

Sunday, April 27: First Presbyterian Church, Grand Junction, Pastor Tom Hansen (Shelly), Associate Pastor Travis Fletch-
er (Jill) 

Sunday, May 4: J. Cyrus Smith, Honorably Retired, Grand Junction  

Sunday, May 11:  Betty Kendrick (Max), Widow of deceased minister, Cedaredge  

Sunday, May 18:  Allison Community Presbyterian Church, Pastor Alan TeBrink (Brenda) 

Sunday, May 25: William Mangrum (Valerie), Minister at Large, Durango 

Sunday, June 1:  Beth Gilleece (Jim), Administrative Assistant, Presbytery of Western Colorado 

Sunday, June 8: PENTECOST:  Rejoice in the Power of the Holy Spirit!  

Sunday, June 15:  Christ Presbyterian Church, Telluride, Pastor Pat Bailey (Debbie) 

Sunday, June 22: Candidates: Andy Konigsmark (Dodie), Jennifer McKenzie (Andy), Sarah Tunall   

Sunday, June 29: First Presbyterian Church of Durango, Pastor Beau Smith (Kristen) 

Sunday, July 6:  Chuck Robison (Karen), Honorably Retired, Austin, Texas 

Sunday, July 13:  Mary Mayhew (Glenn), widow of deceased minister, Montrose 



A Round of Prayer – Page 2 

Sunday, July 20:  United Church of the San Juans, Ridgway, Interim Part Time Pastor Harry Strong (Anna) 

Sunday, July 27:  Gary Hixson (Kathleen), missionary in Spain and other countries 

Sunday, August 3: Marilyn Ruth (Al), widow of deceased minister, Colorado Springs  

Sunday, August 10: Lake City Community Presbyterian Church, Pastor Rick Underwood (Faye) 

Sunday, August 17:  Jim Cory (Cappy), Honorably Retired, Montrose 

Sunday, August 24: Mary Jean Smatla (Thomas), widow of deceased minister, Grand Junction  

Sunday, August 31:  Florida Mesa Presbyterian Church, Pastor Dan Straw (Kathy) 

Sunday, September 7:  George Miller, Honorably Retired, Montrose  

Sunday, September 14: Dorothy Loyer (Robert), widow of deceased minister, Eckert  

Sunday, September 21: Eckert Presbyterian Church, Pastor Jo DeVinny (David )   

Sunday, September 28: Jim Petersen (Janet), Honorably Retired, Ridgway  

Sunday, October 5: Synod of the Rocky Mountains David Ezekiel, Interim Synod Exec., Lynn A. Smit, Stated Clerk; Liz 
Saperstein Synod Treasurer, Bobbie Hoffman Administrative Assistant 

Sunday, October 12:  First Presbyterian Church, Montrose, Pastor Alan Gibson (Teri) 

Sunday, October 19:  Mary Hammond Atkinson (Clark) minister at large, Grand Junction  

Sunday, October 26: Fran Ferguson (Bob), widow of deceased minister, Knoxville, TN  

Sunday, November 2: Rico Community Presbyterian Church, Suzy Meyer, Supply CLP 

Sunday, November 9: Bill Young (Pat), Honorably Retired, Grand Junction 

Sunday, November 16: X Lazy F Ranch, Jared Clark Manager 

Sunday, November 23:  First Presbyterian Church, Glenwood Springs, Pastor Charis Caldwell (Mike Buechin),   

Sunday, November 30 :  Barbara Parker (Harold), widow of deceased minister, Florida 

Sunday, December 7:  Blake Blakesly (Lynn ) Honorably Retired, Ignacio  

Sunday, December 14: Pine River Calvary Presbyterian Church, Bayfield; Pastor Brian Caselles (Sherry) 

Sunday, December 21: CHRISTMAS! Celebrate the Lord’s Birth!  

Sunday, December 28: Sandy Newman (Clark Lagow), Honorably Retired, Durango 

Sunday, January 4, 2015:  Roger Knapp (Linda), Honorably Retired, Santa Fe, New Mexico 

 Sunday, January 11:  Larry Zirschky (Sharon), Minister at Large, Columbia, South Carolina 

Sunday January 18: Julianne Fraley-Gilchrist (Jon), Minister at Large, Alberta, Canada 

Now, start at the top, make appropriate adjustments, and keep praying! 



Presbytery of  Western Colorado 
101 N. Uncompahgre Ave. #9 
Montrose, CO 81401-3763 
 
970-240-8455 
fax 240-1318 
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