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The Committee on Ministry has arranged for another incredible learning opportunity in
conjunction with our Presbytery meeting!
The workshop that will run Thursday evening and all day on Friday is not just for Presbytery
Commissioners, but for our Session members, church leaders and members in general. So plan
to bring a bus load! (but be sure to call and register all of them!)

Conflict in the Church – Seminar
Registration Form

Name ___________________________________
Mailing Address_______________________ City_______________
Zip________
Telephone______________________
Email Address (*required)________________________________
*An Email address is required so we can send you directions on how to complete the profile.
** Count me in for the Friday Dinner : Yes_____ No_____
Please include your registration fee of $26 (due September 2nd) to cover materials.
Seminar meets September 15th – 16th, 2016.
Thursday 7:00-9:30 pm and Friday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.
** A free-will offering dinner will be provided Friday evening at 5:30 pm followed by Worship at 6:30 pm.
For those attending Presbytery meeting – it will start Saturday.
First Presbyterian Church, 1840 E. Niagara Road, Montrose, CO 81401

CONFLICT IN THE CHURCH:
Entrusted With the Message of Reconciliation

September 15th -16th, 2016
Thursday from 7 - 9:30 pm and Friday from 9 am- 4pm
$26 registration fee is due September 2nd (covers materials).
Call 970-249-4732 to register or request a form.
First Presbyterian Church, 1840 East Niagara Road, Montrose, CO 81401

THIS WORKSHOP WILL HELP YOU UNDERSTAND...

• That conﬂict need not be bad, but is an opportunity for growth.
• The Biblical basis for conﬂict transforma on.
• Your own style of responding to conﬂict.
• The communica on skills necessary to resolve conﬂict peacefully.
• Strategies for preven ng destruc ve conﬂict in the church family.
• A model for working at congrega onal decision‐making in a win‐win manner.

Learn about your personal style of handling conflict through the Friendly
Style Profile questionnaire that you will receive upon registering! Please
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Gary L. Skaggs
Report by the Ruling elder commissioner of the Presbytery of Western Colorado on the 222nd
General Assembly, Presbyterian Church (USA), held in Portland Oregon, June 18-25. 2016.
The theme of the 222nd GA was “The Hope in Our Calling” based on Ephesians 1:18-19(NRSV). The
Reverend Heath Rada, Moderator of the 221st GA, delivered the opening worship service sermon
speaking on reconciliation. There was much talk about reconciliation during the week but as I soon
learned, reconciliation means different things to different people. It was quickly discernable that
there was a definite feeling the air regarding the direction the denomination had been traveling had
now prevailed and that it was time to put the past differences behind and continue the “way forward.”
There was also much talk by various speakers about inclusiveness and wanting diversity of differing
opinion/viewpoints, however, as the week progressed, it was apparent that those not in agreement
with the denomination’s direction on a number of issues were the ones that would have to change
their viewpoints or be left behind.
In addition to doing the business of the GA, there were many other activities scheduled for the
commissioners and advisory delegates. These included several worship services as part of the
plenary session, election of a moderator(s) for 222nd GA, invited speakers from various
denominations other than Presbyterian, election of a new GA Stated Clerk, and various
presentations during group luncheons and dinners.
The business session of the GA consisted of six session of committee meetings and 12 plenary
sessions. Many other activities were also available for attendees to partake. These included a
discussion session in small groups format prior to the start of the GA of an non-scientific survey titled
“When we Gather at the Table,” an exhibit hall featuring the sic PMA agencies and several other
interest groups displaying exhibits supporting their causes and various other extracurricular
gatherings by many of the groups and similar groups. I participated in several of these
extracurricular gatherings, including a Princeton Seminary Ruling Elder Breakfast, a Covenant
Network luncheon, and a Presbyterian Association on Science, Technology, and the Christian Faith
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luncheon. All three events featured programs about the respective organizations.
There were over 140 overtures presented to the GA of consideration. While there were not the wellpublicized issues of the definition of marriage and ordination of people practicing alternative
lifestyles that was the focal point of the 221st and prior Gas, there were several overtures on each of
the following topics that evoked strong dissention/emotion among the membership. These included
the Palestinian/Israel Middle East situation (Pro-Palestinian/negative Israel); social justice (as
defined by the church), Particularly relating to white privilege, racism, African-Americans and law
enforcement and the criminal justice system; immigrations; and environmental issues particularly
several overtures advocating a ban on the production, storage, transportation and use of fossil fuels,
and on climate change. A number of overtures were apologies to many groups that have felt and/or
been wronged throughout history.
For the 222nd GA, co-moderators were elected for the first time. They are TE Denise Anderson
(Presbytery of National Capital, African-American) and TE Jan Edmiston (Presbytery of Chicago).
They appear to have strong progressive views for the denomination’s direction.
GA stated clerk Reverend Gradye Parsons retired during the GA. A new GA Stated Clerk, the
Reverend j. Herbert Nelson was elected. He is employed by the GA in its Baltimore/Washington,
D.C. area office where he works presenting the church’s viewpoints to various groups located there.
He is the denomination’s first African-American GA Stated Clerk. The vote was 447-112 in his
favor. Based on his acceptance speech, he appears to be a strong believer in moving the
denomination to ever more involvement in progressive politics and political activism, especially at
the national level. He specifically placed the blame for current racial unrest on police and he
supports non-violent civil disobedience. Regarding the declining church membership issue, he
believes that the church is not dying but reforming itself.
During the small group discussions held to discuss the survey, one commissioner at my table said
that the church needs to forget politics and get back to theology and the Bible, and another
countered that religion is politics. A good synopsis of the denomination’s state of affairs.
I thank the PWC for allowing me to represent it at this GA. Attending this GA makes my experience
of bottom –to – top of church polity governance complete. I would encourage anyone who has the
opportunity to attend a GA to do so. The hours are long and there is a lot of reading required to
inform oneself on the issues, but a person can’t help but gain considerable insight into the current
activities and leadership direction of the denomination.
(This is an edited version of Gary’s report. If you would like to receive his full report contact Beth in
the Presbytery office)

Beth will be out of the office the following dates:
August 30 to September 6th
September 7th in the Morning
Oct6ober 4-10th
September is also the Month that Her Grand Baby is due and she will
be with her daughter during that time.
Beth will have the Presbytery Cell Phone 970-497-6925 and the laptop with her during all of these absences.

The next newsletter will be
published the 3rd week of
October so please submit any
articles or information by
October 11th.
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