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“Breath of Heaven” 

 
It is hard to believe, but the season of Advent and Christmas are upon us.  
Every year I promise myself that ‘this year’ I will be more prepared to enter 
the season and will not allow the hustle and bustle to distract me from the 
journey of Advent.  As you can guess, I have yet to arrive at the first Sunday 
of Advent fully ready for the season.  In fact, I spend most of December 
blindly riding the roller coaster of holiday business at break neck speed.  On 
Christmas Eve, I sit in my pew and wonder where all of the time went and I 
regret not paying more attention in the moments leading up to that night.   
 
I generally refrain from all things Christmas until after Thanksgiving, but this 
week, I found myself in need of some pre-Christmas cheer.  Luckily 
Christmas music is just a click away on Pandora and I quickly found myself 
listening to one of my favorite Christmas songs, “Breath of Heaven” by Amy 
Grant.  This song always grabs my by the heart strings and doesn’t let go 
until the final note has faded away.  The song is an open, honest prayer about 
Mary’s experience of carrying the Christ child.  It is a moment of 
vulnerability that echoes through the ages.  I began to wonder about Mary 
and was once again struck by how little we know about her.  Aside from the 
story found in Luke, the accounts of Mary are minimal and offer very little 
insight into the girl called by God.   
 
I returned to the Gospel of Luke with a new set of eyes, looking for clues to 
Mary and her life and faith and I was struck by Mary’s response to the angel 
Gabriel; “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”[b] 29 But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might 
be.  “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 
Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and 
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 
 
Here is what I love about this exchange.  Mary isn’t prepared for an angel 
messenger, and she is certainly not prepared for the message he delivers.  

(Continued on page 2) 



Mary isn’t ready.  I love that Luke left her very human response in this story.  Not only is Mary not ready, she 
has some questions about the feasibility of this news and she voices them.  Gabriel allows Mary the time she needs 
to be ‘perplexed’ so she can say to God, “I don’t understand.”   
 
For those of us who have ever struggled with God tugging at your heart to try something new or to put yourself out 
there in new and uncomfortable ways, Mary’s story is speaks to us.  The realization that God gave Mary the room to 
be perplexed is not only reassuring, it is life giving.  Too often we only hear the stories of people who knew 
immediately that God was calling them and they jumped right on board and got down to business.  These are the 
stories that make the rounds on Facebook, Guideposts and  every other inspirational / devotional  book we encounter.  
For years, these stories overwhelmed me and caused this sense of fear that I had somehow failed.  But Mary’s story 
has given me a tremendous gift this year.  Mary shows us that God’s call can be confusing and overwhelming and it is 
OK if we are perplexed and hesitant.   
 
Mary wasn’t expected to be an expert.  She wasn’t expected to know every detail and have all of her ducks in a row 
before God could use her.  God expected Mary to be exactly who she was; someone who was willing to be honest 
with God about being confused and uncertain.  Mary voiced her fear and confusion and was still willing to say, “let it 
be with me according to your will’.  
 
But Mary’s story doesn’t end there.   Luke does not tell us what Mary and Joseph go through during the next nine 
months.  Nor do we get any insight into what they must be thinking or feeling as the time for Jesus arrival nears.   This 
is where  Amy Grant picks up our story.   
 
“Breath of Heaven” is a prayer offered by Mary as she nears the end of her journey to Bethlehem.  “I am waiting in a 
silent prayer, I am frightened by the load I bear, in a world as cold as stone, must I walk this path alone?  Be with me 
now.  Be with me now.  Breath of Heaven, hold me together, be forever near me, Breath of Heaven.  Breath of 
Heaven, lighten my darkness, pour over me your holiness, for you are holy, Breath of Heaven.”   
 
After nine months, Mary is still sharing her fear, confusion and uncertainty with God.   If God chose Mary in the 
midst of uncertainty, surely God does the same for us.  We don’t have to be prepared, we just have to be willing.   
 
I cannot think of a more fitting prayer than “Breath of Heaven” as we enter the Season of Advent.  Are we ready?  Are 
we prepared for the journey we are about to begin.  No.  But God gives us the space we need to hear the message, to 
ask questions, to be perplexed and then open our hearts and minds to the calling that God has laid before us. 

     Christmas Blessings,  

      Keri Shelton, Middle Cluster leader   

-Reminders- 
 

1. Reminder that All 2016 Mission Giving must be turned into the Presbytery office no later than Friday Jan-
uary 6, 2017 for it to be credited (hopefully) at the GA for 2016.  Any funds received after the January 6th 

Date will be credited to 2017 Mission giving.  
 

2. If you have any changes to your email, home address, or phone numbers over the last year or so please let 
Beth in the office know so she can make any changes.  

 
3. If you are willing to receive this newsletter via email please let Beth in the office know to help her be a bet-

ter steward of Presbytery money. Also know if you want be removed from the mailing list  please let Beth 
know  so that she can remove your name.  

 
4 The Presbytery Office will be closed from December 19th through December 27th.  Bet will be checking 
email and voice messages through out this time and she does have the presbytery cell phone 970-497-6925. 







A Round of Prayer 
In the Presbytery of Western Colorado 

For 2017-2018 

2017 marks the Seventeenth year we’ve been doing this:  it’s a simple, biblical, faithful idea that has great 
power.  Many of our congregations have been joining in prayer each week, praying for other congregations, 
ministries, and people in the Presbytery of Western Colorado.  It has been a source of great blessing.  

You are invited to join in this “Round of Prayer.”  It includes each of our congregations and fellowships, 
pastors (both retired and active), Candidates and Inquirers, and Presbytery and Synod staff.  Pray for spouses, 
too:  their names are in parentheses. 

There are too many entries to do in one year, but that’s okay! You are encouraged to send cards, make phone 
calls, or send e-mail greetings to those for whom you pray.  If you need more information please call 
Presbytery Office at 970-240-8455 or email at beth@wcopresbytery.org. 

Sunday, January 1, 2017:  Roger Knapp (Linda), Honorably Retired, Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Sunday, January 8:  Keri Shelton (Kurtis), Minister at Large, Montrose  

Sunday, January 15: Edgell Pyles (Marti Pickett), Honorably Retired, Carbondale  

Sunday, January 22:  Julianne Fraley-Gilchrist (Jon), validated ministry, Chaplain, Kings College, Alberta, Canada 

Sunday, January 29:  Roy Altman (Kathy) Honorably Retired, Silt 

Sunday, February 5:  J. Cyrus Smith, Honorably Retired, Grand Junction  

Sunday, February 12: Larry Zirschky (Sharon), validated ministry, Military Chaplain 

Sunday, February 19:  Montezuma Valley Presbyterian Church, Cortez,  

Sunday, February 26:  Cluster Leaders Blake Blakesley (Lynn), Lou Ray Wright (Don DeWitt), Thelma Starner, Keri 
Shelton (Kurtis), Brigitte Evenson (Larry), Mary Hammond Atkinson (Clark Atkinson) 

Sunday, March 5: Bill Forbes (Gloria), Honorably Retired, Whitewater 

Sunday, March 12: Monument Presbyterian Church, Grand Junction, Interim Pastor Stephen Gutridge (Paula) 

Sunday, March 19:  William Postler (Jan), Honorably Retired, Durango 

Sunday, March 26: Gary Hendrix (Dorothy) Presbytery Accountant 

Sunday, April 2:  Presbyterian Church of Delta, Interim Pastor Cathy Hamrick (Don)		
Sunday, April 9:  Candidate: Joshua Rodriquez (Abby) 

Sunday, April 16:   EASTER:  Celebrate our Lord’s Resurrection!  Christ is Risen Indeed! 

Sunday, April 23: First Presbyterian Church, Grand Junction, Pastor Tom Hansen (Shelly), Assistant Pastor Jason 
Emberger (Tina) 

Sunday April 30: William Mangrum (Valerie), Validated Ministry, Adjunct professor, Fort Lewis College, Durango 

Sunday, May 7: Inquirers: Rebecca Branton, Garrett Mostowski (Paige) 

Sunday, May 14:  First Presbyterian Church, Glenwood Springs, Pastor Charis Caldwell (Mike Bucchun),   

Sunday, May 21: Charlene Patton (widow of deceased Minister, Jim), Alaska 

Sunday, May 28: Betty Kendrick (Max), Widow of deceased minister, Eckert 

Sunday, May 29: First Presbyterian Church of Durango, Pastor Beau Smith (Kristin) 

Sunday, June 4:  PENTECOST:  Rejoice in the Power of the Holy Spirit!  

Sunday, June 11: Beth Gilleece (Jim), Communications and Office Administrator, Presbytery of Western Colorado 

Sunday, June 18:  Christ Presbyterian Church, Telluride, Pastor Pat Bailey (Debbie) 

Sunday, June 25: Jennifer McKenzie (Andy) Validated Ministry, Hope West. Grand Junction 
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Sunday, July 2:  Chuck Robison (Karen), Honorably Retired, Austin, Texas 

Sunday, July 9:  United Church of the San Juan’s, Ridgway, Pastor Leslie Wood 

Sunday, July 16:  Mary Mayhew (widow of deceased minister, Glenn), Montrose 

Sunday, July 23:  Gary Hixson (Kathleen), missionary in Spain and other countries 

Sunday July 30: Lake City Community Presbyterian Church, Pastor BL Jordan (Ray) 

Sunday, August 6: Marilyn Ruth (widow of deceased minister, Al), Colorado Springs 

Sunday, August 13:  Jim Cory (Cappy), Honorably Retired, Montrose 

Sunday, August 20: Florida Mesa Presbyterian Church, Pastor Dan Straw (Kathy) 

Sunday, August 27:  Jeff Harmeling (Mary), Stated Clerk, Presbytery of Western Colorado 

Sunday, September 3:  Eckert Presbyterian Church, Pastor Jo DeVinny (David )   

Sunday, September 10: George Miller, Honorably Retired, Montrose  

Sunday, September 17: Covenant Presbyterian Church, Grand Junction, Pastor Chuck Jerome (Sue) 

Sunday, September 24: Jim Petersen (Janet), Honorably Retired, Ridgway  

Sunday, October 1: First Presbyterian Church, Montrose, Pastor Alan Gibson (Teri) 

Sunday, October 8:  Synod of the Rocky Mountains David Ezekiel, Interim Synod Exec., Lynn A. Smit, Stated Clerk;  
Bobbie Hoffman Administrative Assistant  

Sunday, October 15:  Fran Ferguson (widow of deceased minister, Bob), Knoxville, TN 

Sunday, October 22: Rico Community Presbyterian Church, Suzy Meyer, Supply CLP  

Sunday, October 29: Mary Hammond Atkinson (Clark) Minister at Large, Grand Junction 

Sunday, November 5: Bill Young (Pat), Honorably Retired, Grand Junction 

Sunday, November 12: Allison Community Presbyterian Church, Pastor Alan TeBrink (Brenda) 

Sunday, November 19:  X Lazy F Ranch, Justin Smith Manager 

Sunday, November 26:  Emrys Tyler (Sara) Validated Ministry, Sonlight Camp, Pagosa Springs 

Sunday, December 3:  Pine River Calvary Presbyterian Church, Bayfield; Pastor Brian Caselles (Sherry)  

Sunday, December 10: Blake Blakesley (Lynn ) Honorably Retired, Ignacio 

Sunday, December 17: Andy Konigsmark (Dodie) Validated Ministry, Alpine Chapel, Telluride  

Sunday December 24: Sandy Cox (widow of deceased minister, Bill), Santa Barbara California 

December25: CHRISTMAS! Celebrate the Lord’s Birth!  

Sunday, January 7 2018: Dorothy Loyer (Widow of deceased minister, Robert) Eckert 
Sunday, January 14:  Sandy Newman (Clark Lagow), Honorably Retired, Durango 

Sunday January 21: Richard Engdahl (Brenda), Honorably Retired, Ridgway 

Sunday January 28 Rick Underwood (Faye), Minister at Large, 

Sunday February 4: Harry Strong (Anna) Honorably Retired, Arizona  

Sunday February 11: Kim Nofel (Steve) Minister at Large, Colorado Springs 

 

Now, start at the top, make appropriate adjustments, and keep praying! 







Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

Tennessee Wildfire 

 

 

— FEMA/Jana Baldwin 

Situation 

Starting in late November, wildfires roared through eastern Tennessee resulting in 13 fatali-
ties and over 80 injuries, according to a FEMA report on December 4th. A mandatory evacu-
ation was issued for Gatlinburg. 

 PDA Response 

 PDA has been in touch with the Presbytery of East Tennessee to coordinate assistance. Two 
National Response Team members deployed on December 1st to provide emotional and spir-
itual support and to assess the needs of the areas. We are using our U.S. Wildfires account 
for this response, you can designate gifts to DR000165.  

Christmas Joy Offering is December 18 
By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, we can share in the hope of Christ by providing 
support to our church workers, racial ethnic young people, and their families. 

Writers 
 

Do you like to write ? Feel as though you have many things to share with the member of Presbytery?  Well the 
Presbytery Blog  and Facebook page is waiting for you. Please consider sharing devotions, prayers, concerns or 

just something that is being done in your church or ministry.  Send all possible submissions to 
beth@wcopresbytery.org 



Presbytery of  Western Colorado 
101 N. Uncompahgre Ave. #9 
Montrose, CO 81401-3763 
 
970-240-8455 
fax 240-1318 
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
From the Presbytery of  Western Colorado 


