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Inside this issue: Western Colorado Presbytery’s 
“Mission-Shaped Church Development 

Consultation” 
 

From your Western Colorado Presbytery Consultation 
Committee 

 
 
Some questions from the Consultation Committee: 
 
 How can we help congregations renew their commitment to be 
the people of Jesus Christ in a world where the church is often a 
nonexistent part of people's lives?	
 How can we help our church families become a caring and loving 
part of the life of their communities on the Western slope of 
Colorado?	
How can we stop just inviting people to "come to church" and instead 
invite ourselves into the lives of people in the communities we serve?	
 
The Western Colorado Presbytery is committed to helping your 
congregation: 
 
In 2015 the Western Colorado Presbytery (WCP) initiated a five-year 
Mission-Shaped Church Development consultation to help 
congregations answer these questions and many more. Additionally, 
in 2016 WCP voted to become a Missional Presbytery and 
successfully requested the General Assembly Mission Development 
Committee for Congregational Transformation Grant.  
 
What is missional? What is congregational transformation? 
What is church? 
 
The term “missional” was coined to renew an understanding of 
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mission as an activity centered in God’s very nature: 
 The Father sent the Son; the Father and Son sent the Holy Spirit	
Jesus said “As the Father sent me, so I send you” -- God’s mission of calling and sending the church into the 
world as faithful witnesses (John 17: 18-23).	
 
A short statement of congregational transformation is:  
 

“spiritual renewal will only happen when the ‘local congregations renounce an introverted concern for 
their own life, and recognize that they exist for the sake of those who are not members, as sign, 
instrument, and foretaste of God’s redeeming grace for the whole life of society’ ” (The Gospel in a 
Pluralist Culture, Lesslie Newbigin, Chapter 9 “The Congregation as Hermeneutic of the Gospel,” p.233). 

 
Our Presbyterian Church Book of Order describes the church as: 
 
“the provisional demonstration of what God intends for all humanity…called to be a sign in and for the world 
of the new reality which God has made available to people in Jesus Christ” (3.0200).	
 
What is the Consultation Aim?  
 
The aim is to help Presbytery congregations fulfill their calling and missional vocation of being sent on 
Christ’s mission into their community and beyond, into God’s world. The consultation facilitates 
transformation of congregations as churches decide how to renew existing ministries and develop new 
engagement as signposts of Christ’s kingdom on the Western slope of Colorado. The time span of 4 years 
will provide opportunity for many churches in the Presbytery to engage the consultancy. 
 
What WCP Churches are engaged in Consultation so far?  
 
Approximately one-third of WCP churches are now engaged in some stage of the consultation process. 
These churches are: Covenant PC, Grand Junction; 1st Pres. Durango; Calvary PC,  Bayfield; 1st Pres. 
Glenwood Springs; Allison Community PC, Allison; Florida Mesa PC., Durango. 
 
 What is the Consultation Process? 
 
Mission-shaped church development is fundamentally the work of God’s Holy Spirit empowering the church 
on a journey into Christ’s mission for their community, as a “sign” of the Kingdom of God.   
 
Consultancy strategies will normally involve a church in adaptations and changes related to congregational 
functions and health. This will mean the re-shaping of existing initiatives, as well as new initiatives that the 
Spirit gives during the consultancy process.  
 
There are three major components to the consultation process: 
 
1.	 Coaching: meetings with the Pastor on missional leadership;;	
2.	 Congregational Analysis and call to prayer: meetings with the Session to identify past and present 
congregational history and explore the congregation’s ministry area culture;	
Clarifying missional identity and prayerful discernment of mission-shaped focus: which include a succinct 
mission statement, core values, goals, and measurable objectives for the next 12 – 24 months.	
 
The Consultant does not bring a preset program or package of seminars for congregational transformation. 
He functions as a catalyst and coach; relationally connecting with the pastor and congregational leadership 
in order to discern how Jesus is calling and sending this church on God’s mission. 
 
The length of consultation engagement with a church will vary. The Consultation Committee anticipates that 
a church consultancy will last from 9 months to 1 year and in some cases may last 2 years. 
 
Who is the Consultant for the Consultation Process? 
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The consultant is the Reverend Stan Wood, Ph.D., D.Min. Stan is not a stranger to WCP, having previously 
ministered in WCP and also in 164 other Presbyteries when on General Assembly Staff, some years ago. 
He is now a consultant and coach with Sower’s Field, a Validated PC(USA) mission and he is an adjunct 
professor teaching on missional church, church planting and evangelism at 6 North American seminaries, 
including Columbia and Pittsburgh Seminaries. 
  
 
Do you know about MissionInsite? This is a new resource that is available to all WCP congregations 
during the next 4 years of the consultation process. 
 
MissionInsite (www.missioninsite.com) is now available to all churches in the WCP; this resource provides 
each church insights into their ministry area context and their congregants. MissionInsite empowers 
churches by providing the tools they need to visualize and cultivate who their members are and understand 
the ministry area of a local congregation. At the May 12-13, 2017 Presbytery meeting, to be held at First 
Presbyterian Church Durango, a workshop will be provided on how to use this resource. 
 
Did you know? There are Seed Grants for Congregationally Based Missional Initiatives! 
 
At the May 2016 WCP meeting the Presbytery approved the following recommendation from General 
Council, to "set aside $50,000 as seed money for missional efforts for our congregations…, congregations 
wishing to apply for a missional seed money grant would first present a proposal to their Cluster Group for 
reflection and input with the desire of seeking the Cluster's concurrence. The congregation would then bring 
the proposal to Council for its action."  
 
Seed grant guidelines and application are in the final stage of approval. As soon as approved these 
guidelines and the application will be made available to all the churches of WCP.  
 
How Can Your Congregation Request a Consultation?  
 
The session and pastor should communicate the request for a Consultation to the WCP Consultation 
Committee (CC).  
 
Who are the members of the Consultation Committee of WCP? 
 
Mr. Howard Davidson, Chairperson of CC, Central Cluster  (howarddson2001@yahoo.com)	
The Rev. Blake Blakesley, also a member of Committee on Ministry, Southern Cluster 
(revbanjo1@gmail.com)	
Mr. John Thompson, Southern Cluster (johnthompson.claimslitigation@gmail.com	
The Rev. Mary Hammond Atkinson, Northern Cluster (maryha@q.com	

 
The WCP Consultation Committee (CC) oversees the consultation process and budget.  
 

Upcoming Dates—Mark your calendars.  
 

March 31, 2017    Council meeting in Montrose 
 

April 2017  Newsletter submission Deadline 
 

May 12—13 Presbytery Meeting in Durango 













DEAR Presbytery of Western Colorado, 
 
Thank you for all your care and support of me, and for your prayers for my brother, Jim.  After a long-fought 
battle with cancer (he was to live only three years, and he lived five), his body finally succumbed. We were 
grateful to have been given a couple of extra precious years to be all together for some very special occa-
sions.  We will miss him so much! 
 
It was especially meaningful for someone to point out the flowers you had sent to the Memorial Service, as 
well as the memorial gift to their church in Clearwater, Florida.  Jim’s wife, Polly, wanted me to thank you, on 
her behalf.  She was very touched by the large glass cross in the flower arrangement, and already has a special 
place to keep that long after the flowers are gone. 
 
Grateful for your remembrances of me and my family at such a difficult time. 
In Christ, 
Mary Hammond Atkinson 

Northern Cluster friends,  
 
When I woke up this morning all I was thinking about besides Steve was the beautiful plants and flowers at 
his memorial service.  Thank you for the peace lily and the message that accompanied it!  I am just blown 
away with how people have shown their love and honored Steve in such beautiful ways!  All of those "God 
Sightings" mean so much to me right now!  Blessings to all our Northern Cluster Friends! 
 
Much love,  
Jan 

Prayers 
 

We have several families to keep in our prayers.  
 
Mary Hammond Atkinson lost her brother  James Hammond on  January 7, 
2017.  Prayers  for comfort for the Hammond family.  
 
Prayers for peace and comfort for Jan Gammill and family at the loss of Steve.  
We all will miss him.  
 
Prayers for peace and comfort for Margaret Sutton and Vicki Sutton-Gallegos at 
the loss of Jim.  Jim will also be missed by all.  
 
Prayers for Jeff Harmeling for healing after surgery.   



Presbytery needs you!!!! 
 

Do you like to write little devotions, prayers, or just have some thoughts? Is there 
something exciting happening in your congregation, Community or in the Presby-
tery that you would love to share? Then the Presbytery Blog, Newsletter is waiting 
for you!!! Pleas consider sharing devotions, prayers, concerns or happy memories 

or current events with your presbytery family.  Send all possible submissions to 
Beth@wcopresbytery.org and she will gladly post and share them.  
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