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So rekindle the flame within us, Lord 
So it will not flicker nor dim 

Ignite us with the light of your love, 
So you will shine brightly within 

© By M.S.Lowndes 

For as your life indwells our hearts, 
We can shine wherever we are 

And arise to take hold of each new day 
With your light ablaze in our hearts 

And we, too, long to have inside 
Your light for others to see 

The beautiful reflection of your grace 
And the wonder of your majesty 

For your life was like a beacon, Lord 
Shining brightly in the night 

Filling the world with the radiance of 
The Father's glorious light 

Lord, we reflect with thankful hearts 
On the wonder of your birth 

The love you expressed when you left 
Your glory to come to earth 

The Lord's Light Within 



Summary of the Fall, 2018 Stated Meeting of the Presbytery 
 
 Members of the Presbytery came together September 28-29 to enjoy 
another productive meeting, this time at the Montezuma Valley Presbyterian 
Church in Cortez. In the absence of moderator Thelma Starner, vice-moderator 
Beau Smith called the meeting to order and the Rev. John Welton (Interim Pastor) 
welcomed us to the warm hospitality of the MVPC congregation. Council 
moderator, Bill Mangrum, introduced the theme for our meeting: “More Gospel 
Conversations on the Western Slope.” 
 Significant actions taken by the body included approval of the 2019 
Consolidated Budget with a (first-ever) Congregational Covenant Commitment of 

$75.21 per member. This new approach to unified budgeting and covenantal cost-sharing was approved at the 
May meeting of the Presbytery, but this was the body’s first exposure to what that looks like for congregations 
in dollars and cents. The Presbytery also approved lots of changes to the By-Laws and Standing Rules. Mostly 
the changes will affect the work of the stated clerk, Council and Presbytery’s Standing Committees. All of the 
changes will be incorporated in the 2019 version of Presbytery’s Manual of Administrative Operations. 

One of the changes that will directly affect congregations is that they are no longer expected to pay for 
the cost (mostly mileage reimbursement) of session moderators and Pastor Nominating Committee liaisons 
who are appointed by the Committee on Ministry when congregations are in the midst of pastoral transitions. 
That cost will now be paid by the Presbytery from the Committee on Ministry’s line item budget, which is 
funded by Congregational Covenant Commitments.   Congregations are still responsible for reimbursing “fill-
in” pastors to moderate their session meetings when their pastor is not available to do so.    

Presbytery also elected a slate of nominees to fill committee vacancies with terms beginning in January 
of 2019.  

Our General Assembly Commissioners presented reports to the Presbytery. Teaching Elder 
Commissioner Bill Mangrum presented an oral report, indicating he was impressed with how efficiently the 
Assembly was organized and functioned. Ruling Elder Commissioner Carol Blatnik (Bayfield) was unable to 
be present but provided a thorough written report. Among the “Impressions” she shared was: “We are truly a 
church committed to the welfare of others and causes which affect our world. We are inclusive, thoughtful, 
welcoming and dedicated to living our lives as we believe Christ has directed us to do…” Our thanks to Bill 
and Carol for serving! 

 Though we dealt with a good deal of necessary and important business, the meat of the meeting 
was to be found in our extemporaneous and planned conversations. Hearty servings of sharing good news 
about congregational ministries were sprinkled about the meeting, along with moving testimonies about the 
inspiring Women’s Retreat at Sonlight Camp. Presbyters were divided into two groups for planned 
conversations. One group heard and responded to Bill Mangrum’s takeaways from the General Assembly 
meeting while the other group talked about the need to revisit Presbytery’s Mission Statement. Later in the 
meeting the groups traded places. The plan is to continue the conversation at the next Presbytery meeting. 

 One of the most significant conversations for the meeting had to do with deciding how the 
Presbytery would use the funds from the Shannel Lorance bequest that the Synod passed on to the presbyteries. 
The conversation that began on Friday carried over to Saturday and resulted in the passage of a motion which 
states, in part, “the Presbytery of Western Colorado designates the entirety of this generous gift to support 
and encourage ‘healthy clergy’ in the manner of, but not limited to, CREDO and other programs offered by 
Presbyterian entities and offices.” The Lorance bequest is in the amount of $12,652.10. 

 Speaking of doing good things with the resources entrusted to us, Council announced that it had 
granted First Presbyterian Church of Grand Junction a Missional Grant in the amount of $3,300 for its funding 
of “The Amazing Chemistry Show” as part of its VBS program in the summer of 2019. And Covenant 
Presbyterian Church was the excited recipient of the Al Ruth Award in recognition of the good work of its 
Media Team in its use of social media as a means for sharing Pastor Chuck's Sunday morning messages. The 
congregations of our Presbytery are doing good work and God is doing good things with us and among us! 

 
        Joyfully and with Thanksgiving, 
 
        Jeff Harmeling, Stated Clerk 



A Round of Prayer 
In the Presbytery of Western Colorado 

For 2019-2020 

2019 marks the Nineteenth year we’ve been doing this:  it’s a simple, biblical, faithful idea that has great power.  
Many of our congregations have been joining in prayer each week, praying for other congregations, ministries, 
and people in the Presbytery of Western Colorado.  It has been a source of great blessing.  

You are invited to join in this “Round of Prayer.”  It includes each of our congregations and fellowships, pastors (both retired and ac-
tive), Candidates and Inquirers, and Presbytery and Synod staff.  Pray for spouses, too:  their names are in parentheses. 

There are too many entries to do in one year, but that’s okay! You are encouraged to send cards, make phone calls, or send e-mail 
greetings to those for whom you pray.  If you need more information please call Presbytery Office at 970-240-8455 or email at 
beth@wcopresbytery.org. 

Sunday, January 6,  2019: Larry Zirschky (Sharon), validated ministry, Military Chaplain 

Sunday, January 13:  Jo DeVinny (David), Honorably Retired, Eckert 

Sunday, January 20:  Cathy Hamrick (Don), Honorably Retired, Durango 

Sunday, January 27: William Postler (Jan), Honorably Retired, Durango 

Sunday, February 3: Bill Forbes (Gloria), Honorably Retired, Whitewater 

Sunday, February 10:  First Presbyterian Church, Grand Junction, Pastor Tom Hansen (Shelly), Assistant Pastor Jason 
Emberger (Tina) 

Sunday, February 17:  Roger Knapp (Linda), Honorably Retired, Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Sunday, February 24:  Cluster Leaders John Welton, Thelma Starner, Keri Shelton (Kurtis), Jan Gammill, Mary Ham-
mond Atkinson (Clark Atkinson) 

Sunday, March 3: First Presbyterian Church, Glenwood Springs, Pastor Gary Bryant Temporary Supply 

Sunday, March 10:  Edgell Pyles (Marti Pickett), Honorably Retired, Carbondale 

Sunday, March17:  Roy Altman (Kathy) Honorably Retired, Silt 

Sunday, March 24:  Presbyterian Church of Delta, Pastor Keri Shelton (Kurtis), Stated Supply  

Sunday March 31: Julianne Fraley-Gilchrist (Jon), Member-at-large 

Sunday, April 7:  William Mangrum (Valerie), Member-at-large, Durango 

Sunday, April 14:   Allison Community Presbyterian Church, Pastor Alan TeBrink (Brenda) 

Sunday, April 22: EASTER:  Celebrate our Lord’s Resurrection!  Christ is Risen Indeed! 

Sunday April 28: Melinda Veatch (Glenn), Member-at-large, Grand Junction 

Sunday, May 5: Inquirers: Rebecca Branton, Ryan Fields (Brittany), Anthony Saturno 

Sunday, May 12:  Christ Presbyterian Church, Telluride, Pastor Pat Bailey (Debbie), Associate Pastor Andy Konigsmark 
(Dodie) 

Sunday, May 19: Betty Kendrick (Max), Widow of deceased minister, Eckert 

Sunday, May 26: Montezuma Valley Presbyterian Church, Cortez, Interim Pastor John Welton  

Sunday, June 2: Jim Cory (Cappy), Honorably Retired, Montrose 

Sunday, June 9:  PENTECOST:  Rejoice in the Power of the Holy Spirit! 

Sunday, June 16: First Presbyterian Church of Durango, Pastor Beau Smith (Kristin) 

Sunday, June 23:  Charlene Patton (widow of deceased Minister, Jim), Washington 

Sunday, June 30 : Florida Mesa Presbyterian Church, Pastor Dan Straw (Kathy) 

Sunday, July 7:  Chuck Robison (Karen), Honorably Retired, Austin, Texas 

 

 

 



A Round of Prayer – Page 2 

Sunday, July 14:  United Church of the San Juan’s, Ridgway, Pastor Pamela Stofferahn (Lutheran)  

Sunday, July 21:  Mary Mayhew (widow of deceased minister, Glenn), Montrose 

Sunday, July 28:  Gary Hixson (Kathleen), Validated ministry - missionary in Spain 

Sunday August 4: Lake City Community Presbyterian Church, Pastor Vacant 

Sunday, August 11:  Beth Gilleece (Jim), Communications and Office Administrator, Presbytery of Western Colorado 

Sunday, August 18: Richard Engdahl (Brenda), Honorably Retired, Ridgway 

Sunday, August 25: Monument Presbyterian Church, Grand Junction, Pastor Matt Royston (Holly) 

Sunday, September 1:  Jeff Harmeling (Mary), Stated Clerk, Presbytery of Western Colorado 

Sunday, September 8:  Jennifer McKenzie (Andy) Validated Ministry, Hope West. Grand Junction 

Sunday, September 15: Covenant Presbyterian Church, Grand Junction, Pastor Chuck Jerome (Sue)  

Sunday, September 22: George Miller, Honorably Retired, Montrose 

Sunday, September 29: Jim Petersen (Janet), Honorably Retired, Ridgway  

Sunday, October 6: First Presbyterian Church, Montrose, Interim Pastor Mike Motsko (Rhonda)  

Sunday, October 13:  Synod of the Rocky Mountains Lynn A. Smit, Stated Clerk; Bobbi Hoffman Administrative Assis-
tant  

Sunday, October 20:  Fran Ferguson (widow of deceased minister, Bob), Knoxville, TN 

Sunday, October 27: Rico Community Presbyterian Church, Suzy Meyer, Supply CLP  

Sunday, November 3: Mary Hammond Atkinson (Clark) Member-at-large, Grand Junction 

Sunday, November 10: Bill Young (Pat), Honorably Retired 

Sunday, November 17: Eckert Presbyterian Church, Interim Pastor Nancy Howarth (Steven) 

Sunday, November 24:  X Lazy F Ranch, Justin Smith Manager 

Sunday, December 1:  Emrys Tyler (Sara) Validated Ministry, Sonlight Camp, Pagosa Springs 

Sunday, December 8:  Pine River Calvary Presbyterian Church, Bayfield; Pastor Brian Caselles (Sherry)  

Sunday, December 15: Charis Caldwell (Mike Bucchun), Member-at-large, Glenwood Springs 

Sunday, December 22: Sandy Newman (Clark Lagow), Honorably Retired, Durango 

December25: CHRISTMAS! Celebrate the Lord’s Birth!  

Sunday December 29: Sandy Cox (widow of deceased minister, Bill), Santa Barbara California 

Sunday, January 5 2020: Sally Henry (Kim), Member-at-large, Grand Junction  

Sunday, January 12:  Rick Underwood (Faye), Member-at-large, Kansas 

Sunday January 19: Harry Strong (Anna) Honorably Retired, Arizona 

Sunday January 26 Dorothy Loyer (Widow of deceased minister, Robert) Eckert 

Sunday February 2: Charlie Packard (Lynda) Honorably Retired, Durango 

Sunday February 9:  Marilyn Ruth (widow of deceased minister, Al) Colorado Springs 

Sunday February 16:  Elizabeth (B.L.) Jordan (Ray), Honorably Retired, Lake City 

Sunday February 23: Steve Howarth (Nancy) Member-at-large, Eckert 

Sunday, March 1:  Alan Gibson (Teri), Member-at-large, Georgia 

 

 

Now, start at the top, make appropriate adjustments, and keep praying! 















Reminders for End of Year 
 

The Trustee and Finance Committee is requesting all Church sessions return the Presbytery 
Covenant Commitment and Pledge form 

All 2018 giving needs to be submitted by January 9, 2019 to be accounted for the 2018 Year.  
Any funds received after this date will be accounted for in 2019. 

All Church offices please change the mailing address for all Payments to the Presbytery to the 
Presbytery office.  Alpine tax service, Hendrix and Associates no longer are contracted employ-
ees of the Presbytery. ALL Payments, and vouchers need to be sent to Presbytery of Western 
Colorado 101 N. Uncompahgre ste. #9, Montrose, CO 81401 

Newly Elected Committee Members  
 
Presbytery Moderator---Beau Smith 
Presbytery Vice-Moderator---Mary Hammond Atkinson (with the understanding she will  
    not serve as Moderator in 2020.) 
 
Council Members—Class of 2021 
 Teaching Elders:     Bill Mangrum and Sandra Newman—second terms for both 
 Ruling Elders:         Thelma Starner—second term, (vacancy) 
 
Committee on Ministry (COM)—Class of 2021 
  Teaching Elder:     Cathy Hamrick—second term (Cathy has since informed the  
    moderator of Human Resources Committee she will not be  

able to serve a second term. Consequently, there is a vacancy to be filled.) 
  Ruling Elders:         Michael Rogers—second term 
           (Sherrie Blake was appointed by the Moderator of Presbytery  

 subsequent to the Presbytery meeting. That appointment           
 will be confirmed at the May, 2019 meeting.) 

 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry—Class of 2021 
  Ruling Elder Heather Lundquist—second term 
  Teaching Elder Jennifer McKenzie—second term 
 
Committee on Representation (newly reorganized) 
  Ruling Elder Katy Trimm—class of 2019 
  Ruling Elder Rosetta Bradfield—class of 2020 
  Ruling Elder John Thompson—class of 2021 
 
Human Resources Committee—class of 2021 
  Ruling Elder John Thompson—second term 
  Teaching Elder Melinda Veatch 
 
Trustees and Finance 
  Teaching Elder Melinda Veatch—class of 2020 
  Teaching Elder Matt Royston—class of 2021 
  Ruling Elder Gary Skaggs—second term—class of 2021 
 
X-Lazy-F Ranch—class of 2021 
  Ruling Elder John Colvin—second term 
  Ruling Elder Lowell Clark—second term 
 
Permanent Judicial Commission 
  Ruling Elder Helen Bledsoe—class of 2022 (filing a vacancy) 
 
Al Ruth Award Committee—class of 2022 
  Ruling Elder Heather Lundquist 
  Ruling Elder Sherrie Blake 
 
Synod Assembly Commissioners—class of 2020 
  Ruling Elder Michael Rogers (third and final 2-yr. term) 
  Teaching Elder Jeff Harmeling (third and final 2-yr. term) 



Presbytery of  Western Colorado 
101 N. Uncompahgre Ave. #9 
Montrose, CO 81401-3763 
 
970-240-8455 
fax 240-1318 

 
 
 

Return Service Requested 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year  
From the Presbytery of Western Colorado 

Beth Jeff 

Mary Jan John 

Keri Thelma 


