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But the Angel said to them, “Do not be Afraid; for see—I am bringing
you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in
the City of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, The Lord”
- Luke 2:10-11(NRSV
From Genesis to Revelation, God speaks His promises over creation:
I will heal and redeem you, will be your shepherd, defender and
friend. I will satisfy your hunger and give you abundant life. I
will reconcile and restore you and make you whole. I promise
On Christmas we celebrate the miracle of the incarnation. All the
fullness at heaven met earth, wrapped in the form of a baby who would
grow up to alter the course of human history. Jesus, our Savior, has
come. God is with us.
During these days of Advent, we’ve barely glimpsed the boundless
reality of Jesus. Through Him we’ve begun to see and know God, yet
so much more grace remains for us to discover as we continue walking
with Him.
We find ourselves in a strange in-between time—remembering Christ’s
first coming while we anticipate His return in final victory over every
form of brokenness. In this sometimes uncertain period of waiting, we
find assurance in the truth that all of God’s promises find a resounding
yes in Jesus (2Corinthians 1:20).
The prayer for you today echoes Paul’s word from Ephesians 3:16-21:

Request
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May god, according to His glorious riches, empower you with inner strength through His Spirit. May Christ
dwell in your heart though faith rooting and grounding you in his love. May you have power to comprehend,
with all the saints, how wide, long, high and deep His love is. May you know Christ’s unfathomable love and
be filled with all the fullness of God. We glorify God, for He is able to accomplish infinitely more than we
might ask or imagine. May He be glorified though you and His Church though all generations., for ever and
ever. Amen
As we think back on that first Christmas, when angels filled the sky to sing the Good News of God’s
expansive, extravagant love, we await the glory still to unfold. And we place our hope afresh in Jesus, in
whom all the promises of God come true.

Merry Christmas!

End of Year Reminders
U

Keep all who have lost someone recently and in the past in our prayers for peace
when missing them during this Christmas season seems unbearable.

U

Reminder that All 2018 Giving must be turned into the Presbytery office no later
than Wednesday January 8, 2020 for it to be credited (hopefully) at the GA for
2019. Any funds received after the January 8th date will be credited to 2020 giving.

U

If you have any changes to your email, home address, or phone numbers over
the last year or so please let Beth in the office know so she can make any changes.

U

If you are willing to receive this newsletter via email please let Beth in the office
know to help her be a better steward of Presbytery money. Also know if you want
be removed from the mailing list please let Beth know so that she can remove
your name.

U

The Presbytery Office will be basically virtual through out December as Beth is
helping care for her Mother. She does have the presbytery cell phone 970-4976925 and laptop with her. She will also come back to the office once a week.

Summary of the Fall Stated Meeting of Presbytery
Sept. 27-28, 2019 at Covenant Presbyterian Church
In the waning days of September, the Presbytery of Western
Colorado gathered for its Fall Stated Meeting at the third youngest
church in the Presbytery. Covenant Presbyterian Church extended its
warm and generous hospitality to an enthusiastic combination of
teaching elders and ruling elders from our fifteen congregations and one
worshiping community (Rico). Enriching this fellowship of modern-day
disciples were our two newest clergy members: Rev. Sara Armstrong
from Montezuma Valley Presbyterian Church (Cortez) and Rev. Pamela
Stofferahn from the United Church of the San Juans (Ridgway).
In addition to our commissioners we enjoyed the presence of a number of guests from
several of our congregations with a predominance of them coming from Covenant church. Guests
are always welcome at the meetings of Presbytery and their presence is encouraged. There is no
better way for our congregations to get a sense of what “Presbytery” is than for them to attend a
meeting. We were also blessed by the presence of our Synod’s Stated Clerk, Lynn Smit, and her
husband Alan. They are members of the Presbytery of Peaks and Plains which includes a large
swath of the northern part of our state along with the “panhandle” of Nebraska.
After the meeting was called to order by the Moderator, the Rev. Beau Smith (Durango), we
worshiped together. Singing was led capably and enthusiastically by the Covenant Praise Team and
Pastor Chuck Jerome (also a member of the Praise Team) shared a brief message based on Mark
2:1-5. Charter Member Ruby McCall shared with us the interesting history of Covenant Church. It
was obvious Ruby loves her church and being part of that vital faith community. Ruby’s father, the
Rev. Charlie Brown, had served as a pastor in our Presbytery.
The heart of our time together was devoted to conversations around three questions:
What is being done in your church to address emotional/spiritual health?
Where are we going financially? (as congregations and as a presbytery).
What is the orientation of our congregations’ ministry? Do we primarily expect folks to come
to us, or do we take the Good News of Jesus to them? (using the metaphor of whether we
see the church as a restaurant or a food truck).
To enhance the effectiveness of the conversations we divided into three groups for each of
the conversations, which were interspersed throughout our meeting. After each conversation we
came together as a single body to share input from each of the groups. In addition, Pastor Chuck
Jerome shared brief messages during times of worship that were connected to the themes of the
conversations.
The Friday evening worship service was led by Pastor Chuck Jerome and Inquirer Anthony
Saturno, from the First Presbyterian Church in Grand Junction. Anthony shared a message based
on Matthew 26:14-16; 27:3-5 and John 12:3-6; 13:21-30.
Earlier in the day the Presbytery voted to approve of Anthony moving from the Inquirer phase
to being a Candidate for the ministry of the Word and Sacrament.
On behalf of the Al Ruth Award Committee, Sherrie Blake presented the Al Ruth Award to the
Presbyterian Church of Delta for their partnership with the group Sleep in Heavenly Peace whose
goal is that no child sleep on the floor. The Delta church built 10 bunk beds last spring and will be
doing another building project in October. This year the Award was in the amount of $5,394.95. The
award is made annually and all congregations are eligible to apply. Information about the Al Ruth
Award program is usually sent to churches after the May Presbytery meeting.
As is our custom, time was taken for commissioners to share what’s happening in their
congregations. This is always an informative and inspiring time as we learn how our congregations
are responding to Jesus’ invitation to follow him and to continue his ministry in the communities in
which we live.
The Presbytery approved recommended changes to our Standing Rules and By-Laws.

A Round of Prayer
In the Presbytery of Western Colorado
For 2020-2021

2020 marks the TWENTYETH year we’ve been doing this: it’s a simple, biblical, faithful idea that has great power. Many
of our congregations have been joining in prayer each week, praying for other congregations, ministries, and people in the
Presbytery of Western Colorado. It has been a source of great blessing.
You are invited to join in this “Round of Prayer.” It includes each of our congregations and fellowships, pastors (both retired and active), Candidates and Inquirers, and Presbytery and Synod staff. Pray for spouses, too: their names are in parentheses.
There are too many entries to do in one year, but that’s okay! You are encouraged to send cards, make phone calls, or send
e-mail greetings to those for whom you pray. If you need more information please call Presbytery Office at 970-240-8455 or
email at beth@wcopresbytery.org.
Sunday, January 5 2020: Sally Henry (Kim), Member-at-large, Grand Junction
Sunday, January 12: Rick Underwood (Faye), Member-at-large, Kansas
Sunday January 19: Harry Strong (Anna) Honorably Retired, Arizona
Sunday January 26 Dorothy Loyer (Widow of deceased minister, Robert) Eckert
Sunday February 2: Charlie Packard (Lynda) Honorably Retired, Durango
Sunday February 9: Marilyn Ruth (widow of deceased minister, Al) Colorado Springs
Sunday February 16: Elizabeth (B.L.) Jordan (Ray), Honorably Retired, Lake City
Sunday February 23: Steve Howarth (Nancy) Member-at-large, Eckert
Sunday, March 1: Alan Gibson (Teri), Member-at-large, Georgia
Sunday, March 8: Presbyterian Church of Delta, Pastor Keri Shelton (Kurtis), Stated Supply
Sunday, March 15: Cluster Leaders Thelma Starner, Keri Shelton (Kurtis), Matt Royston (Holly), Melinda Veach (Glenn)
Sunday, March 22: Edgell Pyles (Marti Pickett), Honorably Retired, Carbondale
Sunday March 29: Allison Community Presbyterian Church, Pastor
Sunday, April 5: William Mangrum (Valerie), Member-at-large, Durango
Sunday, April 12: EASTER: Celebrate our Lord’s Resurrection! Christ is Risen Indeed!
Sunday, April 19: Christ Presbyterian Church, Telluride, Pastor Pat Bailey (Debbie), Associate Pastor Andy Konigsmark
(Dodie)
Sunday April 26: Montezuma Valley Presbyterian Church, Cortez, Pastor Sara Armstrong (Rusty Edmundson)
Sunday, May 3: Inquirer Ryan Fields (Brittany),
Sunday, May 10: Alan TeBrink (Brenda), Stated Clerk Presbytery of Western Colorado
Sunday, May 17: First Presbyterian Church of Durango, Pastor Beau Smith (Kristin)
Sunday, May 24: Betty Kendrick (Max), Widow of deceased minister, Eckert
Sunday, May 31: PENTECOST: Rejoice in the Power of the Holy Spirit!
Sunday, June 7: United Church of the San Juan’s, Ridgway, Pastor Pamela Stofferahn (Ken)
Sunday, June 14: Jim Cory (Cappy), Honorably Retired, Montrose
Sunday, June 21: Charlene Patton (widow of deceased Minister, Jim), Washington
Sunday, June 28: First Presbyterian Church, Grand Junction, Pastor Tom Hansen (Shelly), Assistant Pastor Jason Emberger
(Tina)
Sunday, July 5: Chuck Robison (Karen), Honorably Retired, Austin, Texas
Sunday, July 12: Florida Mesa Presbyterian Church, Pastor Dan Straw (Kathy)
Sunday, July 19: Mary Mayhew (widow of deceased minister, Glenn), Montrose
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Sunday, July 26: Gary Hixson (Kathleen), Validated ministry - missionary in Spain
Sunday August 2: Lake City Community Presbyterian Church, Pastor Vacant
Sunday, August 9: Beth Gilleece (Jim), Presbytery Administrator, Presbytery of Western Colorado
Sunday, August 16: Richard Engdahl (Brenda), Honorably Retired, Ridgway
Sunday, August 23: Monument Presbyterian Church, Grand Junction, Pastor Matt Royston (Holly)
Sunday, August 30: Jeff Harmeling (Mary), Honorably Retired
Sunday, September 6: First Presbyterian Church, Montrose, Interim Pastor Mike Motsko (Rhonda)
Sunday, September 13: Jennifer McKenzie (Andy) Validated Ministry, Hope West. Grand Junction
Sunday, September 20: Covenant Presbyterian Church, Grand Junction, Pastor Chuck Jerome (Sue)
Sunday, September 27: George Miller, Honorably Retired, Montrose
Sunday, September 29: Jim Petersen (Janet), Honorably Retired, Ridgway
Sunday, October 4: First Presbyterian Church, Glenwood Springs, Pastor Melinda Veatch (Glenn)
Sunday, October 11: Synod of the Rocky Mountains Lynn A. Smit, Stated Clerk; Bobbi Hoffman Administrative Assistant
Sunday, October 18: Fran Ferguson (widow of deceased minister, Bob), Knoxville, TN
Sunday, October 25: Rico Community Presbyterian Church, Suzy Meyer, Supply CLP
Sunday, November 1: Mary Hammond Atkinson (Clark) Member-at-large, Grand Junction
Sunday, November 8: Bill Young (Pat), Honorably Retired
Sunday, November 15: Eckert Presbyterian Church, Interim Pastor Nancy Howarth (Steven)
Sunday, November 22: X Lazy F Ranch, Justin Smith Manager
Sunday, November 29: Candidate: Anthony Saturno ()
Sunday, December 6: Emrys Tyler (Sara) Validated Ministry, Sonlight Camp, Pagosa Springs
Sunday, December 13: Pine River Calvary Presbyterian Church, Bayfield; Pastor Brian Caselles (Sherry)
Sunday, December 20: Charis Caldwell (Mike Bucchun), Member-at-large, Glenwood Springs
December25: CHRISTMAS! Celebrate the Lord’s Birth!
Sunday, December 27: Sandy Newman (Clark Lagow), Honorably Retired, Durango
Sunday, January 3, 2021: Larry Zirschky (Sharon), validated ministry, Military Chaplain
Sunday, January 10: Jo DeVinny (David), Honorably Retired, Eckert
Sunday, January 17: Cathy Hamrick (Don), Honorably Retired, Durango
Sunday, January 24: William Postler (Jan), Honorably Retired, Durango
Sunday, January 31: John Welton, Minister at Large, Denver
Sunday, February 7: Bill Forbes (Gloria), Honorably Retired, Whitewater
Sunday, February 14: Julianne Fraley-Gilchrist (Jon), Member-at-large
Sunday, February 21: Roger Knapp (Linda), Honorably Retired, Santa Fe, New Mexico
Sunday, February 28: Roy Altman (Kathy) Honorably Retired, Silt
Sunday, March 7: Sandy Cox (widow of deceased minister, Bill), Santa Barbara California

Now, start at the top, make appropriate adjustments, and keep praying!

The Presbytery heard a report from some members of the X-Lazy-F Committee about
Improvements that have been made or are in the planning stages. Lots of good work is being
done there! We also heard from members of congregations who use the camp regularly and how
time at the camp has influenced their spiritual growth. Good things happen at X-Lazy-F!
A significant part of the business at the Fall Stated Meeting of the Presbytery is to elect
officers and members of committees to fill the vacancies created by those whose terms have
expired.
Council Moderator, Rev. Bill Mangrum, reported to the Presbytery that Council was exploring
possibilities for our Presbytery to vote on the General Assembly proposed amendments sooner
than our Spring (May) Stated Presbytery meeting. This was in response to concerns raised at the
May meeting of Presbytery that the outcome of voting on proposed amendments was usually pretty
much determined by the time our Presbytery votes in May.
One of the last matters of business was the approval of the budget for 2020. The
approved budget included expenses totaling $122,582. With 1,664 members in our congregations,
that results in a Covenant Commitment of $73.67 per member. This is $1.57 less per member than
last year.
This is the second year we are using the concept of Congregational Covenant
Commitments. The idea is that we take the entire projected cost of doing the work of the Presbytery
and divide that by the sum total of the number of members in our congregations. This is what it
costs per member for the Presbytery to function on an annual basis ($122,582 for 2020). This is a
simple and fair way to share the cost of our covenantal relationship as a connectional church which
is committed to doing God’s work together.
General Assembly and Synod per capita is part of that cost. For 2020 that is $8.53 and $3.00
respectively or, $11.53 (15.6%) of the $73.67 Covenant Commitment per member. It should be
noted that the Presbytery is committed (as required by the Book of Order) to paying the General
Assembly and Synod per capita amount for each member whether or not congregations (sessions)
pay that for their members as part of their total Covenant Commitment expense.
Our Presbytery meetings (two per year) are opportunities for us to live out our fundamental
belief that the Body of Christ, his church, is one body with many parts. Those individual parts
(whether members or congregations) are connected in a community of faith collectively committed
to carrying on the ministry of Jesus and obeying his command to “go into all the world and make
disciples…” To that end, let us seek together the mind and will of
Christ, the wisdom and power of the Holy Spirit, and the blessing of our heavenly Father
who, by his grace and mercy, has made us his very own children.
Yours in Christ,
Jeff Harmeling

Spiritual Directors???
The Committee of Ministry is creating a list of Spiritual Directors in the Presbytery
of Western Colorado. If you know of anyone in your area that is a Spiritual
Director would you please send the information to Pat Bailey either by phone 970728-4536 or via email at mntpas@mac.com. This is to help our Presbytery with
the Goal of Health and Wellbeing of the Pastors and Leaders in the Presbytery.

Do You Enjoy Writing? Do You Hate Writing but Have Great Ideas to
Share? Is Your Congregation Reaching out in Mission? How? Want to
Get the Word out about amazing happenings at your Church? Beth is
waiting to hear from you!!!
The Presbytery Blog is in need of contributions. We need to stay
connected and one way to do this is through the Presbytery Blog on our
website. Please consider contributing to the blog even if you are not a
writer. Prayers, concerns, joys, celebrations all are shared here. It is a
wonderful way to share what is going on in our daily lives, congregations,
and Presbytery.
Also appreciated would be ideas to share on the Presbytery Facebook
page. What would you all be interested in learning about? Beth is always
looking for ideas and inspiration.
To Contact Beth in the Presbytery Office Call 970-240-8455, Cell 970-497-6925, or
email beth@wcopresbytery.org.

P resbyt e ry of West ern Col orado
101 N. Uncompahgre Ave. #9
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Merry Christmas and Blessed New Year from the
Presbytery of Western Colorado
Beth
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